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Melissa B. Schieble (2011) discute o conceito de violência da seguinte maneira: 

“Violence *in text+, like violence in our world, is multifaceted. It functions at different levels, is 

perpetuated by different motivations, and is experienced in a variety of ways” (p. 663). 

Referring to Van Soest and Bryant’s (1995) model, they describe violence as best understood 

on three levels: individual, institutional and structural-cultural. Individual violence is often 

described in the English classroom as person-to-person conflict. It is violence that is 

perpetuated by one individual toward another and is “violence that we can see” (p. 663). 

Institutional and structural-cultural violence are layers of harm that are less easily noted and 

lurk beneath the surface as motivators for individual violence. Institutional forms of violence 

are ideological policies and practices that exhibit forms of social control. Examples may include 

schoolsanctioned practices such as the disproportionate number of students of color in special 

education and biases present in standardized testing. Structural-cultural violence, similar to 

institutional violence, “is represented in world views, or ways of thinking, that accept violence 

as a natural part of life” (p. 663). Structural-cultural violence is more complex to identify 

because it is perceived as normal and natural. Examples from the English classroom include the 

over-representation of European American male authors in the canon that perpetuates the 

cultural knowledge present in such literature as normal and natural. This overwhelming 

presence acts as a form of violence toward the social and cultural identity of students who do 

not identify with or relate with this literature.” 

Essa definição aponta para um aspecto de grande relevância: a violência se apresenta de 

forma multifacetada, podendo ocorrer em diversas instâncias - da vida privada à vida social - e 

a partir de diferentes formas. 


